Radiation therapy for prostate cancer.
To review the advances in radiation therapy for prostate cancer and the nursing care of patients with prostate cancer. Peer-reviewed journal articles, including research studies and review articles. Radiation therapy is used to cure early stage prostate cancer, control locally advanced disease, and effectively palliate symptoms of metastasis. The three forms of treatment used include external beam radiation therapy, brachytherapy; and radiopharmaceutical treatments. Nursing care of patients receiving radiation therapy for prostate cancer includes managing the symptoms associated with the disease and treatment, educating patients and families about self-care measures, and providing support throughout the course of the disease.